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Our Vision

To ensure that Broadband is part of 

the story of the present and future 

of rural Kansas and Kansans.



Roadmap

ÁHistory of Kansas effort

ÁPre-Award Mapping Project

ÁFederal Grant Awards

ÁCurrent Initiatives

ÁMapping

ÁPlanning

ÁThe Case for Broadband

ÁFuture Vision for Kansas



Broadband as Defined by NTIA

Two-way data transmission with advertised 

speeds of at least 768 kilobits per second 

(kbps) downstream and at least 200 kbps 

upstream to end users, or providing sufficient 

capacity in a Middle Mile project to support 

the provision of broadband service to end 

users.



State of Kansas - Early Efforts

ÁKansas Department of Commerce named lead 

coordinating agency by Governor in early 2009

ÁPlanning group of State agency partners formed

ÁIndustry stakeholders (providers) assembled to 

seek input on state direction and priorities

ÁFocus groups convened across Kansas



Key Sectors Identified

Telemedicine

Distance Learning

Economic Development

E-Government



Connect Kansas

ÁPartnership between the Commerce and Connected Nation, a 

national 501(c)(3) 

ÁMission to support economic development by  expanding 

broadband availability and increasing adoption rates

ÁPartner in launching a comprehensive statewide broadband 

mapping and planning initiative, which was awarded $2 million 

in federal funding under the National Telecommunications & 

Information Administrationôs (NTIA) State Broadband Data & 

Development Grant Program (SBDD). And recently, the grant 

was amended and we were awarded another $4.4 million.

www.connectkansas.org



SBDD Supplemental Grant
$4.4 million (through 12/2014) added to $2 million grant

1. Mapping through the end of 2014 

2. State Broadband Capacity Building

a. State Broadband Program Office

b. Kansas Broadband Task Force

c. State Broadband Summit yearly

3. Technical Assistance

a. State-level research on residential and business use

b. Cost-modeling services for communities 

c. Enterprise Architecture Program/Analysis

4. Regional Technology Planning Teams

a. Local impact teams for 2 years



Project Components of 

Amended Grant
1. Capacity buildingðadd a coordinator to the existing 

state program office.

2. Technical assistanceðlocal and state surveys to 

provide data as a basis for goals and strategies for 

deployment and adoption, and development of an 

enterprise architecture.

3. Local regional technology planning teams to 

develop localized broadband plans.

4. Extend data collection, integration and validation.



Mapping Project Overview

ÁFunds to states to create and maintain broadband maps

ÁThrough a competitive RFP process, Connected Nation was 

named as the stateôs ñsingle designated entityò to

receive SBDD grant funds

ÁMatching funds were provided by the Information Network of 

Kansas ($185,000) and the Kansas Farm Bureau ($15,000)

ÁApplication filed with NTIA on August 14, 2009

ÁGrant award announced on November 30, 2009

Á~$1,500,000 for mapping

Á~$500,000 for planning

ÁAmendment announced September 2010 of $4.4 million



Mapping Project Objectives

ÁCreate and maintain maps of broadband coverage

ÁPinpoint any gaps in broadband availability

ÁDetermine connectivity provided to Kansasô ñcommunity anchor 

institutionsò (i.e., schools, libraries, hospitals, etc.)

ÁAssess broadband use among Kansasô businesses and

residents, and identify barriers to broadband adoption

ÁContribute accurate data for inclusion in the national broadband 

map to be released in February 2011.



American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

ÁTwo primary ARRA Broadband agencies

ÁU.S. Department of Commerce National 

Telecommunications and Information 

Administration (NTIA)ðour grant

ÁUSDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS)ð

infrastructure grants to other entities.



NTIA

Broadband Technology Opportunities 

Program (BTOP)

ÁMiddle-mile infrastructure (CCI), public 

computing centers (PCC), and sustainable 

broadband adoption (SBA) projects; plus 

funding for state mapping and planning



USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS)

ÁFocus on last-mile or end-user infrastructure 

(fiber-to-the-premise, WiMax, etc.)

Á75% of areas served by projects must be 

ñruralò without sufficient access to high-

speed broadband



Kansas Projects Funded through ARRA

ÁAllegiance Communications (OK) $28,619,485 

ÁLevel 3 EON (CO) $998,400 in KS and MO

ÁMission Economic Development Agency (CA) $3,724,128 for 

computing centers and bilingual training for Latino 

entrepreneurs in several states.

ÁCommunication Service for the Deaf--$15 million

ÁUniversity Corporation for Advanced Internet Development--

$62 million

ÁKansas mapping and planning


