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Connect Kansas is a partnership between the Kansas Department of
Commerce and Connected Nation, a national nonprofit  501(c)(3) 
organization.  Connected Nation’s mission is to gen erate and support 
economic development by:

Who We Are and Why We Exist…

1) expanding broadband availability and
2) increasing broadband adoption rates

Connect Kansas was established as a state-level sub sidiary of 
Connected Nation to partner with the Kansas Departm ent of 
Commerce in launching a comprehensive statewide bro adband 
mapping and planning initiative, which has been awa rded $2 
million in federal funding under the National Telec ommunications
& Information Administration’s (NTIA) State Broadba nd Data & 
Development Grant Program (SBDD).
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The State Broadband Data and 
Development Grant Program (SBDD):

Broadband Mapping

• The federal Broadband Data Improvement Act (P.L 110 -385) 
created the “State Broadband Data & Development Gra nt 
Program” (SBDD) that was funded by Congress in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act at $240 mill ion.

• The SBDD Grant Program will provide funds to states  to 
create and maintain broadband maps.

• Through a competitive RFP process, Connected Nation  was 
named by Gov. Mark Parkinson, via the Kansas Depart ment 
of Commerce, as the state’s “single designated enti ty” to 
receive SBDD grant funds. 

• An application was filed with NTIA on August 14, 20 09.
• A grant award announcement was made for Kansas on 

November 30, 2009.
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1. To form strong working relationships with all of Kansas’
broadband providers and support an environment of p ublic/private
collaboration on broadband issues among all stakeho lders 

2. To create and maintain Kansas’ first detailed maps  of broadband 
coverage

3. To utilize the resulting maps to accurately pinpo int any remaining 
gaps in broadband availability

4. To assess the level of connectivity currently pro vided to Kansas’
“community anchor institutions” (i.e., schools, libr aries, hospitals, 
etc.)

5. To assess broadband use among Kansas’ businesses a nd 
residents, and identify barriers to broadband adopt ion

6. To contribute accurate data from the State of Kan sas for inclusion 
in the national broadband map to be released in Feb ruary 2011.

The State Broadband Data and 
Development Grant Program (SBDD):

Broadband Mapping

Objectives for the Mapping Initiative
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The State Broadband Data and 
Development Grant Program (SBDD):

Broadband Mapping

1. More than 75% of Kansas’ broadband providers have already 
submitted data in order to have their coverage area s appear 
on the Kansas Broadband Inventory.

2. Connect Kansas successfully satisfied the origina l guidelines 
for a “substantially complete” map under the NTIA’s S tate 
Broadband Data Development program, which establish ed 
criteria for:
- % of providers in the state represented by the map ping data
- % of households in the state covered by the mappin g data
- % of households in rural areas covered by the mapp ing data

Progress  for the Present
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The State Broadband Data and 
Development Grant Program (SBDD):

Broadband Research

1. Research on broadband adoption, broadband use, an d 
barriers to broadband adoption will help complete t he picture 
of Kansas’ broadband landscape.

2. To plan for the future, it’s important to underst and where the 
“digital divide” exists and what is causing it.

3. Connect Kansas will launch a statewide research p roject to 
understand broadband adoption issues, including:

I. Adoption rates
II. Demographic factors that impact adoption
III. Monthly subscription costs
IV. Computer ownership rates
V. Awareness/computer literacy issues and trends

4. The resulting data will be used to create additio nal analytical 
layers within an interactive mapping application ca lled 
BroadbandStat.

Information for the Future
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The State Broadband Data and 
Development Grant Program (SBDD):

Broadband Planning

• Next scheduled update of the Kansas Map: 
- Monday, March 1, 2010

• Data submission deadline to appear on the March 1 m ap:
- Wednesday, February 24, 2010

(heavy workloads expected; please submit your data 
early!)

• Deadline for submission of a “complete” data set to NTIA:
- Wednesday, March 31, 2010

Dates to Remember
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Federal Broadband Stimulus

Round 2 Funding Analysis

Phillip K. Brown
Director of Government Affairs & Advocacy

Connected Nation
pbrown@connectednation.org
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Key Dates
• Jan. 15, 2010 – NOFA Released

• Feb. 16 – March 15, 2010 – Applications accepted

• June 2010 – NTIA plans award announcements on a 
rolling basis

• Sept. 30, 2010  – By statute, deadline for when all 
awards must be announced
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Summary of Round 2 Broadband 
Stimulus Components

$4.8 BillionTotal:

Last-mile projects, some middle-mile projects, some  
satellite

$2.2 BillionUSDA Rural Utilities Service Broadband 
Initiatives Program

Intended to increase availability of computers at s ites like 
libraries and community colleges

$150 MillionNTIA BTOP Public Computing Center 
Capacity Grant Program

Intended to fund innovative programs that will incr ease 
demand for and adoption of broadband

$100 MillionNTIA BTOP Sustainable Broadband 
Adoption Grant Program

Federal funds capped at 80% of project costs = 20% non 
federal match requirement; focus on middle-mile 

projects and community anchor institutions

$2.35 BillionNTIA Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program (BTOP) 

Comprehensive Community 
Infrastructure (CCI) Grants

NotesAmountProgram
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Major Changes

• RUS and NTIA infrastructure grant programs 
split

• BTOP sustainable adoption and public 
computing center applications split

• RUS infrastructure program intended to fund last 
mile projects

• BTOP infrastructure program repurposed to fund 
primarily middle mile projects
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RUS Broadband Initiatives 
Program (BIP)

• Total of $2.2 billion in funding for the BIP NOFA, which includes “up to”: 
– $1.7 billion for loans or loan/grant combinations for last-mile projects
– $300 million for loans or loan/grant combinations for middle-mile 

projects
– $100 million for satellite project grants (in addition to funds not obligated 

for last-mile and middle-mile projects)
– $5 million for grants for rural library broadband and technical assistance 

projects
– $95 million in reserve
– RUS retains discretion to divert funds from one category to another
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Other Key Points -- BIP

• Controversial definition of “remote area”
eliminated

• RUS accepting unawarded applications initially 
submitted to NTIA

• All middle mile projects should be submitted by 
current RUS loan/grant recipients

• 30 day Public Notice opportunity to protest
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Other Key Points -- BIP

• New funding for satellite broadband providers
• New funding for technical assistance or rural 

library broadband
– New grant capped at $200,000 for 

development of regional plan for rural 
broadband

– Reimbursement for connecting libraries
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BIP Scoring Criteria

• RUS BIP:
– Project Purpose – 38 points:

• Proportion of rural residents served (10 points)
• Service area is more than 75% rural (10 points)
• Distance from Non-Rural areas projects (5 points)
• Title II REA borrower status (8 points)
• Collaboration with other government programs (5 points)

– Project Benefits – 16 points:
• Service performance, aka broadband speeds (10 points)
• Affordability (6 points)
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BIP Scoring Criteria (con’t)

– Project Viability – 13 points:
• Organization capabilities (10 points)
• Disadvantaged small business involvement (3 points)

– Project Budget and Sustainability – 33 points:
• Cost effectiveness (8 points)
• Leveraging of outside resources (10 points)
• Extent of grant (vs. loan) funding (15 points)

– RUS Administrator’s Bonus Points – 10 points:
• May not raise an Applicant’s score to more than 100 points
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BIP Additional Resources
• BIP NOFA available at:

http://www.broadbandusa.gov/files/RUS%20Round%20T
wo%20NOFA%20Final.pdf

• BIP Round 2 FAQ available at:
http://www.broadbandusa.gov/files/BIP%20Round%202
%20FAQs%20-
%20Updated%20Jan%2019%202010.pdf

• BIP Fact Sheet available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/arra/BIP%20Fact%20S
heet2010.pdf
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NTIA Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program (BTOP)

• $2.6 billion total available across three 
programs:
– $2.35 billion for Comprehensive Community 

Infrastructure Projects (CCI)
– $100 million for Sustainable Broadband Adoption 

(SBA) projects
– $150 million for Public Computer Center (PCC) 

projects
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BTOP Key Points
• NTIA streamlines application process

– reducing the number of attachments needed for 
application

– reducing the eligibility factors to three criteria:
• Eligibility of applicant
• Fully complete application
• Status of matching funding

– All other criteria (such as budget reasonableness and 
technical feasibility) will be sought in “due diligence”
phase
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BTOP Key Points

• Project Size/Range:
– CCI:  $5 million -- $150 million

– PCC: $500K -- $15 million
– SBA: $500K -- $15 million

• Note: NTIA reserves the right to shift unused funds 
into other programs
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BTOP CCI Program
• BTOP infrastructure repurposed to fund middle 

mile projects
• Particular focus on projects serving community 

anchor institutions and/or at-risk populations

• Coverage areas no longer defined by census 
blocks, but by census block groups or census 
tracts

• Project mapping tool is eliminated
• Challengers will have 15-day window
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BTOP CCI Program
• Priority list given in order:

1. Middle-mile serving community anchor institutions
2. Middle-mile incorporating a public-private partnership
3. Middle-mile that will bolster growth in economically distressed 

areas
4. Middle-mile committed to serving community colleges
5. Middle-mile committed to serving public safety agencies
6. Middle-mile that includes a last-mile component (that can be no 

more than 20% of the total project)
7. Middle-mile that will contribute 30% or greater matching funds

• Note: Projects incorporating more than one of the above elements
will score higher than projects only satisfying one of the above
goals
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Role of States

• State consultation role somewhat different
• NTIA will invite governors to provide input on priority 

geographic areas 
• States may comment on specific BTOP applications
• States must request additional information from project 

applicants directly
• States have 20 days to provide input

– all input will be posted on NTIA website
– States are advised not to provide any feedback that they wish to

remain confidential or that they consider proprietary
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- CCI
• BTOP CCI:

– Project Purpose – 20 points:
• Fit BTOP priorities
• Fit statutory purposes (unchanged from first NOFA)
• Collaborates with other government projects (application makes it 

easier to link to others to show collaboration)
• Potential for job creation (especially direct jobs)
• Partnership with Indian tribes and/or Economically Disadvantaged

Businesses
– Project Benefits – 20 points:

• Level of need of Proposed Funded Service Area
• Impact on Proposed Funded Service Area
• Network capacity
• Affordability and whether project gives more than one choice of 

provider
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- CCI

• BTOP CCI (continued):
– Project Viability – 30 points:

• Technical feasibility
• Organization capabilities
• Community Involvement

– Project Budget and Sustainability – 30 points:
• Reasonableness of budget and project sustainability
• Leveraging of outside resources
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- PCC
• BTOP PCC:

– Project Purpose – 20 points:
• Fit statutory purposes (unchanged from first NOFA)
• Collaborates with other government projects (application makes it 

easier to link to others to show collaboration)
• Potential for job creation (especially direct jobs)
• Partnership with Indian tribes and/or Economically Disadvantaged

Businesses
– Project Benefits – 20 points:

• Availability to the public
• Training and educational programs offered
• Availability and qualifications of consulting and teaching staff
• Projects in community colleges
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- PCC

• BTOP PCC (continued):
– Project Viability – 30 points:

• Technical feasibility
• Organization capabilities
• Community involvement

– Project Budget and Sustainability – 30 points:
• Reasonableness of budget
• Project sustainability
• Leveraging of outside resources
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- SBA
• BTOP SBA:

– Project Purpose – 20 points:
• Fit statutory purposes (unchanged from first NOFA)
• Collaborates with other government projects (application makes it 

easier to link to others to show collaboration)
• Potential for job creation (especially direct jobs)
• Partnership with Indian tribes and/or Economically Disadvantaged

Businesses
– Project Benefits – 20 points:

• Number of new subscribers
• Cost per new user
• Innovation
• Support for Vulnerable Populations
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BTOP Scoring Criteria -- SBA
• BTOP SBA (continued):

– Project Viability – 30 points:
• Technical feasibility
• Organization capabilities
• Community involvement

– Project Budget and Sustainability – 30 points:
• Reasonableness of budget
• Project sustainability
• Leveraging of outside resources
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BTOP Additional Resources
• BTOP NOFA available at:

http://www.broadbandusa.gov/files/BTOP%20NOFA%20
1-15-10%20with%20disclaimer.pdf

• BTOP Fact Sheets available at:
http://www.broadbandusa.gov/files/BTOP%20NOFA%20
II%20key%20changes%20011410.pdf

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/broadbandgrants/factsheets/BT
OPNOFA2_factsheet_012910.pdf

• BTOP FAQ available at:
http://broadbandusa.sc.egov.usda.gov/files/NOFA2%20F
AQs%2002-16-10.pdf
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BTOP Additional Resources
• BTOP Workshops --

www.broadbandusa.gov/workshop.htm
• CCI Applications --

http://broadbandusa.gov/files/CCI%20Grant%20Guidanc
e%202.11.10%201500%20FINAL.pdf

• PCC Applications --
http://broadbandusa.gov/files/PCC%20Grant%20Guidan
ce%202.11.10%201500%20FINAL.pdf

• SBA Applications --
http://broadbandusa.gov/files/SBA%20Grant%20Guidan
ce%202.11.10%201500%20FINAL.pdf
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Resources for Applicants

County Maps and Census Data

Laura Taylor
Chief Policy Officer
Connected Nation

ltaylor@connectednation.org
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Resources Available at:
www.connectkansas.org

• County Broadband Maps:
http://www.connectkansas.org/mapping/County_Broadband
_Maps.php

• Census Block-Level Data:
http://www.connectkansas.org/mapping/Census_Block-
Level_Data.php
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Matching Maps with Census Data

• US Census - American Fact Finder: Use the American Fact 
Finder tool to locate the census block numbers for an area of 
interest on the map, then locate the corresponding number in the
county data file:

http://factfinder.census.gov/jsp/saff/SAFFInfo.jsp?_pageI
d=referencemaps&_submenuId=maps_2&geo_id=  

• From Census.gov
– Click: “American Fact Finder”

- Click: “Maps”
- Click: “Reference Maps (no boundaries)”
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Additional Resources

• Connect Kansas: 
– County Broadband Maps, Census Block-Level Data, Provider 

Resources, Prospective Grant Applicant Resources

www.connectkansas.org

• Broadband Grants:
– One stop source for federal broadband grants

www.broadbandusa.gov

• US Census – American Fact Finder:
– Mapping tool for locating census block numbers

www.census.gov


